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PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this fact sheet is to highlight low-income job loss due to COVID-19 in Nevada’s 17 counties. This fact 
sheet features data originally reported by the Urban Institute1 in the publication, “Where Low-Income Jobs are Being 
Lost to COVID-19,” which highlights data as of June 5, 2020.  
ABOUT THE DATA: 
Using data from the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics and the American Community Survey, the original 
source defines low-income jobs as jobs with annual earnings below $40,000. As a result of this definition, The Urban 
Institute notes that some gig workers and independent contractors may not be included in the dataset. The original 
source narrows down the low-income job loss data by nation, county, and Census tract. This fact sheet uses job sectors 
as categorized and defined by the original Urban Institute report.  
Of important context, this fact sheet highlights data through June 5, 2020, and therefore offers a snapshot of the 
immediate job loss landscape in Nevada at the onset of the coronavirus pandemic. On June 4, 2020, the Nevada 




1. Clark County has the highest rate of low-income job loss in Nevada at 23.22 percent, which represents 
132,771 jobs.  
2. The “Accommodation and Food Services” industry was hardest hit in Nevada and represents 52 percent of 
low-income jobs lost in Clark County and 40 percent of low-income jobs lost in Washoe County. 
3. The top three sectors for job losses in Clark and Washoe counties are “Accommodation and Food Services,” 
“Retail Trade,” and “Administrative Support, Waste Management, and Remediation Services.” However, the 
rate at which these sectors are affected varies between the counties.  
To understand how low-income job loss differs across the State of Nevada, Figure 1 shows the number of low-income 
jobs lost in each of Nevada’s 17 counties, as well as the rate of low-income job loss. Nevada’s most populous region, 
Clark County, faced the highest number of low-income jobs lost (132,771 of 571,712 total low-income jobs).
 3
 In Clark 
County, low-income jobs were lost at a rate of 23.22 percent. Each Nevada county experienced a low-income job loss 
of at least 10 percent, as of June 5, 2020.  
Figure 1: Low-Income Job Loss due to COVID-19, by Nevada County 
 
1 Lei, S. et al. (2020, June, 5). “Where Low-Income Jobs Are Being Lost to COVID-19” Urban Institute. www.urban.org/features/where-low-income-jobs-are-
being-lost-covid-19 
2 Jones, J. (2020, May 26). “Nevada governor green-lights June 4 reopening of casinos; Las Vegas gets ready.” Los Angeles Times 
www.latimes.com/travel/story/2020-05-26/nevada-governor-oks-reopening-vegas-prepares 





Adapted from MacDonald, Graham. (2020, June 24). “Estimated Low-income Jobs Lost to COVID-19” Urban Institute. 
https://datacatalog.urban.org/dataset/estimated-low-income-jobs-lost-covid-19 
Figure 2 show the low-income job sectors most affected by COVID-19 in Clark County. As shown in the chart, 
“Accommodation and Food Services” accounted for over half (52%) of the low-income jobs lost; in total, 68,963 jobs 
in the “Accommodation and Food Services” industry were lost. The combination of “Retail Trade” along with 
“Administrative Support, Waste Management, and Remediation Services” represent a quarter (25%) of the low-
income jobs lost due to COVID-19 within the region. The remaining sectors represent 23 percent of low-income jobs 
lost within Clark County. 
Figure 2: Low-Income Job Sectors with Highest Job Loss due to COVID-19, Clark County, NV 
 




Figure 3 depicts the low-income job sectors most affected by COVID-19 in Washoe County. Again, “Accommodation 
and Food Services” was the leading sector affected by COVID-19, representing 40 percent of low-income jobs lost in 
Washoe County; in total, 9,388 jobs in the “Accommodation and Food Services” industry were lost. Moreover, the 
combination of “Retail Trade” and “Administrative Support, Waste Management and Remediation Services” make 
up 28 percent of low-income jobs lost. “Health Care and Social Assistance” along with “Arts, Entertainment, and 
Recreation” represent 14 percent of the low-income jobs lost. The remainder of job categories account for 18 percent 
of the low-income job loss —falling into the “Other” category.  
It is important to note, although the proportion of job loss by category appears similar in both Clark and Washoe 
counties, the total number of jobs lost was significantly higher in Clark County (132,771 total jobs lost in Clark County, 
versus 23,263 total jobs lost in the next most affected Nevada county, Washoe).  
Figure 3: Low-Income Job Sectors with Highest Job Loss due to COVID-19, Washoe County, NV 
 
Adapted from MacDonald, Graham. (2020, June 24). “Estimated Low-income Jobs Lost to COVID-19” Urban Institute. 
https://datacatalog.urban.org/dataset/estimated-low-income-jobs-lost-covid-19 
 
